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Executive Summary: 
Kootenai County is one of the fastest growing counties in the fastest growing state in the country.  
Idaho’s 2018-2019 population growth rate was 2.1% (source: 
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-state-total.html ) and Kootenai 
County’s 2018-2019 population growth rate was 2.8%.  (source: 
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-counties-total.html ).  As such, 
the area has become an attraction for new large employers and economic generators within the region.  
This growth has also led to traffic congestion on both State Highway 41 and US-95 which bisect these 
rapidly growing urban areas.  The City of Post Falls, in response to this growth, is planning for the 
development of the Pleasant View Road Corridor for commercial and industrial development.  This 
development is intended to provide an alternative north-south route connecting Interstate-90 with 
State Highway 53, thus allowing freight and commuter traffic to avoid increasingly congested areas.  In 
response, a large trucking company (Wil-Hunt I, LLC doing business as Trans System) has purchased 
property within that corridor with the express intention of developing it as their corporate headquarters 
complete with a full-scale trucking terminal and rail-truck transload facility. 

A central and critical element of this development is the need to efficiently and effectively serve this 
new facility through the shipment of freight.  This truck terminal and transload facility will be the only 
facility of its kind in Northern Idaho.  It will establish an inland port and provide improved connectivity 
between the region and the national and international trade corridors that converge in Northern Idaho.  
Combined with the transportation and supporting utility improvements, this will result in both 
qualitative and quantifiable benefits to the region. The period used to estimate the benefits of the 
project is 20 years beginning in 2021.  The computed benefit-cost ratio for the project is 3.09 using the 
prescribed discount rate (7% rate for all items except carbon emissions, which is 3%). 

Methodology: 

The Benefit-Cost Analysis (BCA) was completed for the Pleasant View Road Arterial Improvement Project 
and is based on the 2021 Benefit-Cost Analysis Guidance for Discretionary Grant Programs.  It is 
important to note that a formal BCA is not a Comprehensive measure of a project’s total economic 
impact, as many benefits cannot be readily quantified or occur under conditions of uncertainty.  
However, to the maximum extent possible given the available data, the formal BCA prepared in 
connection with this grant application reflects quantifiable economic benefits.  Economic value was 
estimated for the proposed transportation improvement project in terms of improved safety, economic 
competitiveness, environmental sustainability, decreased truck traffic, deferred maintenance, and 
reduced pollution benefits. 

Project Overview: 

The project would include the widening and construction of 2.5 miles of roadway, construction of 5,131 
feet of railroad siding and the associated switch gear, construction of a 4-acre paved rail 
loading/unloading facility, and utility infrastructure necessary to support that facility and other 
properties within the Pleasant View corridor.  The site is located near the western boundary of the City 
of Post Falls in a mostly rural area as identified by the 2010 Census Urban Area Map, approximately 2.2 
miles north of Interstate 90.   

 

 

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-state-total.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-counties-total.html
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No-Build Baseline: 

The benefit cost analysis compares the Pleasant View Road Arterial Improvement Project to a no-build 
scenario.  The no-build scenario assumes that Pleasant View Road will remain a 2 lane road and that no 
other rail to truck freight movement infrastructure will be built in Kootenai County throughout the 20-
year project life; that all freight would continue to be shipped and processed at an existing transload 
facility located across state lines near downtown Spokane, WA; that current economic factors would 
remain consistent through the 20-year life following construction of the project. 

Assumptions: 

The BCA measures the benefits against costs throughout a period of analysis beginning at the start of 
construction and including 20 years of operation. 

The monetized benefits and costs are estimated in 2021 dollars with future dollars discounted in 
compliance with RAISE requirements using a 7 percent discount rate for all cost/benefits except carbon 
emissions, which is discounted at a 3 percent rate. 

The methodology makes several important assumptions and seeks to avoid overestimation of benefits 
and underestimation of costs. Specifically: 

• Input prices are expressed in 2021 dollars; 

• As a commercial facility, calculations are based on 260 work days per year 

• The period of analysis begins in 2021 and ends in 2041.  It includes project development 
and construction years (2022-2026) and 16 years of operations (2026-2041); 

• A constant 7% real discount rate (3% for carbon emissions) is assumed throughout the 
period of analysis. 

• Opening year demand is an input to the BCA and is assumed to be fully realized in Year 1 
(no ramp-up); and 

• Unless otherwise specified, the results shown in this document correspond to the 
effects of the Full Build Alternative. 

• Rail design and site construction will be a part of the Truck Terminal project, and will be 
concluded prior to the start of this Raise Grant Project. 

Demand: 

Demand of the transload facility and subsequent impacts on truck traffic were estimated based on the 
capacity of the rail system upon completion of the transload facility improvements as described above.  
The rail length available to load and unload trains at the transload facility will be 3,600-feet to 
accommodate (11) double stack articulated well cars at 309 feet each.  Double stack well cars each have 
5 wells, and each well can hold two containers; therefore, a single car holds 10 containers for a total of 
110 containers per train.  In reality, the facility will get a mix of cars of varying lengths, but the double 
stack well car is what the facility is primarily intended for. The facility will have a pair of siding tracks 
adjacent to the loading area and is anticipated to be able to accommodate two trains per day for a total 
of 220 containers. 

For converting this demand into a reduction in truck traffic, it was assumed that each container was the 
equivalent of a single truck trip, resulting in a total impact of 220 trucks per day.  This assumption 
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assumes full capacity of the facility upon completion of construction; a 0% growth rate was applied to 
impacted truck trips over the life of the project.   

Demand related to traffic use of the Pleasant View Road corridor as a regional north/south connection 
between Interstate-90 and State Highway 53 was based on the Kootenai Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (KMPO) regional traffic model.  That model forecasts traffic volumes based on 2018 traffic 
counts, the addition of traffic from the transload/trucking terminal facility, and background traffic 
growth rates.  Although the completion of this project is expected to generate a significant amount of 
additional industrial and commercial development within the project corridor over the 20-year life of 
the project, only the background traffic increases and those increases associated with the known 
construction of the transload/truck terminal were used in the analysis. 

Net Benefits: 

A summary of the relevant data and calculations used to derive the benefits and costs of the project can 
be found in the .xlsx Benefit-Cost Analysis spreadsheet.  The $23.92 million Pleasant View Road Arterial 
Improvement Project and $1.56 million Transload Construction Project will conservatively provide up to 
$107.62 million in present worth economic benefits (see Table 1).  This results in a benefit-cost ratio of 
5.22:1.  In addition, the project will enhance quality of life and significantly promote the economic 
development of the region as a whole, which is difficult to quantify monetarily.  

The benefits shown in Table 1 summarizes the quantifiable selection criteria for this project and include 
the description, inputs, value and monetized value at a seven percent (7%) discount rates for most 
benefits and three percent (3%) discount rates for CO2 emission benefits.  Project costs, benefits, and 
net present value are showcased in the table, followed by the benefit-cost ratio in the bottom row.              

TABLE 1- BENEFIT COST ANALYSIS SUMMARY 

Benefits 
Present-Worth 
Value 

Discounted  

Truck Travel 
Time 

$48,039,653 $21,638,270  

Passenger Car 
Travel Time 

$62,360,612 $27,626,863  

Safety $3,366,149 $1,516,198  

Deferred 
Maintenance 

$8,149,343 $3,670,670 

Emissions 
Reduction 
(CO2) 

$1,878,932 $1,296,289  

Emissions 
Reduction(non 
CO2) 

$11,286,249 $5,062,683  

Total Benefits $135,080,939 $60,810,973 
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Costs 
Present-Worth 
Value 

Discounted 

Capital  $  (25,483,504)  $                (19,405,452) 

Maintenance  $     (1,975,750)  $                      (760,030) 

Total Costs  $  (27,459,254)  $                (20,165,482) 

   

Net Present 
Value (NPV) 

 $  107,621,685  $            40,645,491 

   
Benefit Cost 
Ratio 

                           5.22                                    3.09  

 

Project Costs: 

The proposed Pleasant View Road Corridor/Transload Facility Project is estimated to cost a total of 
$25.48 million.  The breakdown of the project costs is included in the RAISE application narrative, BCA 
spreadsheet, and Table 2 below.  These costs include approximately $1.56 million to be funded by Trans 
System for design and development of the rail/truck transload facility.  This is in addition to the 
complete funding of the truck terminal on their property which is not included in this application or 
analysis but is anticipated to have a value of approximately $25 million.  The remaining project costs for 
supporting infrastructure will be funded by the RAISE grant.  Total project costs were estimated based 
on actual costs of projects recently constructed in the region. 

 
TABLE 2- PROJECT COSTS 

ITEM 
TRANS-
SYSTEM 

CITY OF 
POST FALLS 

BUILD 
GRANT 

TOTAL 
BUILD % OF 
TOTAL COST 

Design/ 
Administration 

$0 $85,000  $6,864,398  $6,949,398 99% 

Right of Way 
Acquisition 

$0   $688,000  $688,000 100% 

Street and Storm 
Drainage 
Improvements 

$0   $9,874,714 $9,874,714 100% 

Utilities $0   $6,412,400  $6,412,400 100% 

Transload Facility 
Grant 
Administration 

$0   $46,770 $46,770 100% 

Transload Rail 
Work 

$1,558,992   $0  $1,558,992 0% 

Total Costs $1,558,992 $85,000 $23,839,512 $25,483,504 94% 

Additional Operation and Maintenance costs are estimated to be $1,975,750 over the project timeline 
and include annual costs associated with the infrastructure added with this project.  Operation and 
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Maintenance costs associated with the existing infrastructure was not included as an additional cost 
because it is included in the Baseline scenario.  Maintenance costs include, annual sewer lift station 
operation and maintenance costs, annual street sweeping and plowing costs, and chip seal cost on a 
seven-year interval.  O&M costs are discounted at a 7% rate to reflect base year dollars. 

Long-Term Benefits: 

The Pleasant View Road Arterial Improvement Project meets the RAISE program primary and secondary 
criteria, as explained in the application and summarized below: 

• Improved Safety- The project provides an opportunity for freight delivery traffic reduction from 
the currently used Rail-Truck Transload Facility located in Spokane, Washington along Interstate 
90 to the Pleasant View interchange in Post Falls, Idaho.  The project improvements will also 
provide for an additional north/south truck route between Interstate 90 and State Highway 53, 
which will reduce heavy truck traffic on urban portions of US-95 and State Highway 41.  These 
sections of highway experiences congestion during business hours, which increases potential for 
accidents.  Reducing the daily freight traffic in the area will help reduce the increasing 
congestion resulting from the economic growth in Kootenai County and surrounding areas.   
Freight movement by rail experiences considerably less accidents than by truck.  This is due to 
the increased potential for accidents on the roadway, making transportation by rail a smarter 
and safer way to transport freight to and from Kootenai County, both for citizens living in and 
around the development area and the businesses investing in the freight delivery.  The addition 
of an alternate north/south truck route will decrease congestion on both US-95 and SH-41, thus 
reducing the potential for accidents on those highways.  Additionally, as Pleasant View Road 
becomes a more heavily traveled corridor, the signalization of Grange/Pleasant View 
intersection will be a critical safety component to the RAISE Grant funded infrastructure.  
Grange Road will serve as the primary access point for the transload and truck terminal.  As a 
signalized intersection, the heavy truck traffic will be able to turn onto Pleasant View Road and 
get up to speed in a safe manner. If it was an unsignalized intersection, the trucks would be 
subject to trying to turn into a traffic stream where they would need a very large gap in traffic to 
safely accomplish that maneuver.   
 

• Enhanced Economic Competitiveness- The Pleasant View Road Arterial Improvement Project is a 
part of a larger economic development plan to attract both industrial and commercial 
businesses to Kootenai County and the City of Post Falls.  The project will support national, 
international, and regional movement of goods to employment centers and will stimulate 
economic development in both the project corridor and the region.  Reduced rail costs for area 
businesses will allow them to improve practices and expand markets, improving the competitive 
position of these businesses and enhancing the area’s desirability for further growth and 
expansion.  These efforts have been articulated in the City of Post Falls Comprehensive plan and 
through the development of western Post Falls.  The Pleasant View Road Arterial Improvement 
Project will also provide utility and transportation infrastructure to large tract industrial lands, 
which are in relatively short supply in Kootenai County.  Although there is a fairly large supply of 
vacant small tract industrial land, the lack of large “shovel ready” sites has put the City of Post 
Falls at a significant disadvantage when trying to attract large scale employers to the local 
community.  This project will produce those “shovel ready” sites which will make the Pleasant 
View Road corridor much more attractive for businesses considering relocation to Post Falls and 
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Kootenai County, thus increasing opportunities for living wage jobs and future economic 
expansion. 
 

• Increased Environmental Sustainability- The traffic congestion reduction as a result of localizing 
the distribution of good provides reduced congestion related emissions and noise.  By utilizing 
an already built spur line and providing sewer and water service to large tracts of undeveloped 
land, the Pleasant View Road Arterial Improvement Project is providing a large economic benefit 
to area businesses with small impact to the surrounding environment.  Additionally, movement 
of material by rail is more fuel efficient than by truck and produces a 70-92% reduction in 
emissions per ton-mile carried.  Non-monetized qualitative benefits include those benefits 
associated with protection of the sole source aquifer located under the Rathdrum Prairie.  The 
extension of sewer to serve the transload/truck terminal facility will ensure that there is no 
additional septic system discharge into the groundwater as a result of the development in the 
corridor.  Another qualitative benefit includes treatment of stormwater discharges from 
Pleasant View Road.  Currently, there is no treatment of stormwater from the road, but upon 
completion of this project there will be stormwater treatment Best Management Practices 
installed in accordance with Idaho Department of Environmental Quality guidelines and 
regulations. 
 

• Improved Quality of Life- The improved quality of life is a cumulative response to the long-term 
project benefits.  Lower emissions, safer roadways, better jobs, reduced maintenance on 
roadways, reduced congestion, and development of a highly desirable area for businesses are all 
benefits resulting from the completion of this project.  Collectively, this will improve the quality 
of life of the community as a whole.  US-95 and SH-41 are the primary north/south truck routes 
through Kootenai County.  They both bisect the population cores of the most urban Cities in the 
county and have many signalized intersections.  Those signalized intersections suffer in 
efficiency due to heavy truck traffic because of the slow acceleration rates once the signal turns 
green.  As such, this leads to disproportionate negative effect on traffic operations in those 
signalized corridors, thus increasing traffic congestion.  The diversion of truck trips and other 
traffic from those corridors to the Pleasant View Road corridor will ease that congestion and 
lead to the associated increase in quality of life.  Qualitative benefits include those resulting 
from the construction of both bike lanes and multimodal pathways included in the project 
scope.  Those bike lanes and pathways provide safe opportunities for both recreational and 
multimodal use of the corridor, neither of which exists currently.  These facilities encourage 
healthy living and improve the overall quality of life for the community. 
 

• Leveraged Regional Partnerships- The Pleasant View Road Arterial Improvement Project is 
regionally significant in a rural setting.  Project partners are invested in the economic 
development in the City of Post Falls and Kootenai County in general.   Amongst those partners 
is a large private trucking company (Trans System), which is committed to providing $2.4 million 
in match funding for the construction of the transload facility. 
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Benefits: 

Safety: 

A reduction in collision injuries and fatalities is one of the benefits of the Pleasant View Road Arterial 
Improvement Project.  The transload facility will provide a reduction in freight traffic along I-90 to and 
from downtown Spokane resulting in the safe movement of goods and a reduction in vehicle crashes.  
Freight will be delivered to the transload facility via the rail line, providing a local terminal for freight  

transport to and from the businesses in North Idaho.  The potential oversized loads will stay off of the I-
90 corridor and exits, providing a less congested and safer transportation system.  The road widening 
improvements will create an attractive alternative north/south trucking route that will reduce the 
freight traffic on SH-41 and US-95 through the urban cores of Post Falls and Coeur d’Alene/Hayden 
respectively.  This will further result in safer movement of goods and a reduction in vehicle crashes.  The 
proposed infrastructure is estimated to reduce accidents by 1.39% on I-90. This reduction in accidents 
may reduce costs associated with health and property damage.  Injury and fatality numbers used for this 
calculation were drawn from the WSDOT I-90 Operations Study, May 2018. 

 

Factors 

I-90 Average Daily Traffic 
on Segments C&D     63,100  

 2018 I-90 Operations Study  

Daily Number of Trucks 
Diverted from I-90  

     220  
 220 daily freight loads 

converted to rail  

Truck to Passenger Car 
conversion Rate 

  1 Truck = 4 Cars  ITE Trip Generation Manual  

Collison Reduction Factor 1.39% 
 880 equivalent passenger car 

trips removed from I-90  

The accident reduction assumption for I-90 is a direct correlation to the number of trucks anticipated to 
be removed from I-90 by the transload facility (220 trucks per day) which equates to 880 passenger car 
trips per the ITE-Trip Generation Manual.  The reduction of 880 vehicle trips on segments C and D of I-90 
equates to a 1.39% reduction in traffic, which equates to an equal drop in the traffic accident rate.  The 
accident reduction assumption for SH-41 and US-95 is a direct correlation to the number of trucks 
anticipated to divert from those facilities to the Pleasant View Road corridor in an effort to avoid traffic 
congestion compared to the average daily freight traffic, but that data was unavailable so the benefit is 
considered to be qualitative in nature.    
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The reduction in injuries and fatalities benefit is estimated to be $210,384 per year, beginning in 2026 
and continuing until 2041.  The present value of the safety benefit is $3,366,149 and $1,516,198 at a 7 
percent discount rate.  Calculations can be found in the “Safety Benefit” tab of the supporting excel 
spreadsheet.   

Other safety improvements include the construction of a multiuse trail along Pleasant View Road as well 
as the addition of bike lanes to allow room for cyclists and those using non-vehicular modes of 
transportation.  These safety improvements provide a distinct benefit to those users, but are difficult to 
quantify for this project, so they are considered qualitative in nature. 

Travel Costs: 

Benefits from a reduction in travel costs are primarily associated with reduced travel times, fuel usage, 
and emissions savings for daily truck and commuter traffic.  The Pleasant View Road Arterial 
Improvement Project will provide more efficient access and delivery of freight to the area as well as 
provide for a more efficient commute for those wishing to avoid the heavy traffic associated with US-95 
and SH-41.  Trucks accessing the new transload facility will no longer be required to operate on I-90 to 
and from the Spokane transload facility.  The round-trip distance from that existing facility to the 
Pleasant View corridor is estimated at 34.4 miles.  The additional capacity to Pleasant View Road 
resulting from the proposed widening improvements will result in a lower travel time between I-90 and 
State Highway 53.  As commuters and regional freight drivers realize that this route saves time, they will 
divert from other north-south routes and begin to use Pleasant View.  

Over the 20-year project life, the Pleasant View Road Arterial Improvement Project will eliminate truck 
travel time on I-90 by 36 minutes (34.4 miles) per round trip with a daily impacted truck traffic savings of 
34,320 hours per year and an annual truck mileage savings of 1,967,680 miles per year, providing a 20-
year truck travel time/vehicle operating cost savings of $48,039,653  ($21,638,270 at a 7% discount 
rate). The reduction in travel time on Pleasant View Road through the project corridor is 2 minutes and 
46 seconds per round trip, with a daily impacted travel savings ranging from 109,965 hours per year in 
2026 and 131,223 hours per year in 2041, providing a 20-year travel time cost savings of $62,360,612  
($27,626,863 at a 7% discount rate).  Due to the fact that KMPO model does not extend past 2040, the 

Crash Type 

Total Crashes 
on I-90 2011-
2015 all 
segments 

Crashes attributed 
to I-90 Segments 
C&D as a 
percentage of the 
total 

Value per Injury 
Type 

Value of Injuries  on 
I-90 segments C&D 

No injury (KABCO O) 1735 
                                                                    
631.0   $      3,700                                                            $   2,334,771  

Minor/possible injury 
(KABCO C) 449 

                                                                    
163.3   $    72,500                                                             $ 11,840,538  

Moderate Injuries 
(KABCO B) 178 

                                                                      
64.7   $    142,000                                                           $ 9,188,546 

Serious Injuries (KABCO 
A) 25 

                                                                         
9.1   $    521,300                                                           $ 4,755,250  

Fatal (KABCO K) 6 2.2  $  10,900,000                                                         $ 23,945,368 

Total 2393 870    $ 52,064,472 
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time savings for 2041 was held constant at the 2040 rate so as to remain conservative and avoid 
extrapolation errors. 

Fuel savings are included in the vehicle operating cost savings.  Calculations for travel time reduction 
and traffic volumes were based on the Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization’s regional traffic 
model.  Traffic increases between model years was assumed to be linear.  Truck travel time savings 
assumes that the transload facility begins operations in 2026.  The travel time reduction for Pleasant 
View assumes that the savings begin in 2026 upon completion of the street improvements.   Calculations 
can be found in the “VTTS Trips on Pleasantview” and “VTTS Emissions Truck Transload” tabs of the 
supporting Excel spreadsheet.  Assumptions and sources for those assumptions are also listed in those 
tabs. 

Emission Reductions: 

The 31.5 million truck miles removed from the I-90 each year would remove a substantial volume of 
pollutants from the air as well, with an estimated net emissions reduction over the 20-year life of the 
project at 29,228 metric tons of CO2.  289 metric tons of NOX, and 7.2 metric tons of particulate matter 
(PM2.5).   SO2 removal was not monetized, but there is a qualitative benefit associated with the reduction 
in this pollutant as a result of this project.  As described in the Safety benefits section, this reduction is 
the equivalent of a 1.39% reduction in annual overall traffic on I-90, for which there is a direct 
correlation in emission reduction. Overall emissions reductions were calculated for carbon dioxide (CO2) 
based on the 2021 Benefit Cost Analysis Guidance for Discretionary Grant Programs.  Calculations can be 
found in the “VTTS Emissions Truck Transload” tab of the supporting Excel spreadsheet.  Assumptions 
and sources for those assumptions are also listed in that tab. 

Emission reductions were calculated by comparing emissions reductions from trucks against the 
increase in emissions associated with the additional rail traffic.  Truck emissions were based on a daily 
34-mile round trip mileage reduction for 220 trucks operating from the existing Spokane Transload 
Facility to businesses in Northern Idaho.  Based on this assumption, 220 trucks per day over a 20-year 
life would produce 44,085 metric tons of CO2.   

The reduction in truck miles is offset by a corresponding increase in rail miles, but due to the fact that 
rail transportation produces a fraction of the emissions per tom-mile as truck, there is a net decrease in 
emissions as a result of change in modal transport.  For the purpose of this analysis, it is assumed that 
rail operations would produce only 33% of the emissions produced by trucks per ton-mile.  This 
assumption is based on the results of a Rail vs. Truck Fuel Efficiency study done by the USDOT and is 
referenced in the supporting Excel spreadsheet. The increase in rail travel as a result of the Transload 
facility therefore resulting in an estimated 14,857 metric tons of pollutants over the 20-year life of the 
project. 

Approximately 29,228 Metric Tons of CO2 will be removed from the environment over the life of the 
project.  The social cost of these carbon reductions equal $1,878,932 in present worth dollars 
($1,296,289 at a 3% discount rate).  The combined removal of 289 Metric Tons of NOx and 7.24 Metric 
Tons of PM2.5 emissions equates to a total of present worth of $11,286,249 ($5,062,683 at a 7% 
discount rate). 
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State of Good Repair: 

The estimated reduced highway maintenance costs, presented as annual deferred damage to the 
roadway due to a decrease of freight truck traffic on I-90 is $509,334 per year starting in 2026 upon 
opening of the transload facility.  This totals $8,149,343 over the 20-year life of the project ($3,670,670 
at a 7% discount rate).  This estimate was derived from the 1997 Federal Highway Cost Allocation Study 
Final Report, May 2000, which estimates high damage from freight trucks at $0.167 per mile.  The cost 
per mile was then adjusted to 2021 dollars and multiplied by the annual truck miles avoided by the 
construction of this project.  This calculation also includes an assumption of a 34-mile reduction in daily 
travel distance per truck as a result of utilizing the new transload facility.  Calculations can be found in 
the “State of Good Repair” tab of the supporting Excel spreadsheet.  Assumptions and sources for those 
assumptions are also listed in that tab. 

Additional Unquantified Economic Benefits: 

This project, once complete, will have the impact to reduce truck traffic operation costs across North 
Idaho and the surrounding region.  By providing these improvements, businesses will have a more 
efficient and economic means of shipping freight from our nation’s seaports on the West coast inland to 
North Idaho and the surrounding region. 
 

Inclusive access is an integral part of this project.  Not only are there bike lanes, multimodal pathways, 

and transit access included in this project, but the focus on development of the Pleasant View corridor 

as a commercial and industrial hub will increase the number of living wage jobs located in close 

proximity to the residents of Post Falls.  The majority of the residents who live in Post Falls do not work 

in Post Falls.  The employment centers in the neighboring City of Spokane as well as Spokane Valley 

provide a large number of the living wage or better jobs in the region, but high housing costs in those 

areas drive residents to live in the less expensive communities like Post Falls and commute to work.  This 

20-30 mile commute can be an access barrier for the marginalized residents within our community.  The 

construction and development of the Pleasant View corridor has and will attract those living wage 

employers to the corridor, and with the addition of the above alternative transportation options, those 

access barriers to living wage jobs are greatly reduced or eliminated.   

By bringing businesses to Post Falls, commutes will lessen resulting in additional benefits in emissions 

reductions, travel time, fuel costs, deferred maintenance on highways, and accidents not calculated in 

this analysis. 


